
 Gambier Village Council  
Regular Meeting 
February 5, 2024 

 
Council Present: Liz Forman, Alison Furlong, Morgan Giles, Kaitlin Sockman, Natalie Wright  
             Absent: Rakia Faber 
 
Also, attending: Leeman Kessler, Mayor; RC Wise, Village Administrator; Diane Steinmetz, Fiscal 
Officer; Clint Bailey, Solicitor; Ian Smith, Kenyon College; Elizbeth Bonaudi, resident; Lucas Flynn, 
Kenyon Collegian; William Shaffer, Visitor.  
 
Virtual, attending: Alec Wood, resident. Craig Adair, Open Road Renewables.  
 
Mayor Kessler called the Meeting to Order at 7:02 pm 
 
Open to the Audience 
Ian Smith, Kenyon, stated there is a salon and spa that will be moving into one of the Gaskin Avenue 
locations. 114 Gaskin in negotiations with a potential business if it is approved will be approved by 
March 1st.  South Campus housing project the third building has been placed on hold, due to construction 
cost increases.  It is an indefinite pause, as it is donation driven and they can only demolish the other 
dorms over the summer so there is some logistics to begin moving forward when the funds are available.  
Kenyon is not sure at this point on the possible need to extend the permits on the modular housing. 
 
Craig Adair, Open Road renewables, developer of the Solar project possibly happening in Knox County.  
120-megawatt solar facility, in Miller and Clinton township with one lot within the Mount Vernon city 
limits, about 800 acres in size (about the area of Central Park in New York City), but not all in one 
location.  In fields of 50-100 acres.  Currently the application is at the state level, there will be a public 
meeting in Mount Vernon for the public to voice their opinions.  If approved the project would begin the 
following year, so anticipated to be completed in 2026.  Under the pilot $1,080,000 in revenue in which 
the city school district would receive $480,000. They plant pollinator trees and the like around the 
projects so that people are not forced to look at the solar panels instead of the current crops. Ian Smith, 
Question to Craig, when is the public hearing? Craig stated April 4th is the public hearing at the Memorial 
Building in Mount Vernon.           
 
Elizabeth Bonaudi, provided an over view of the regional planning meeting.  
 
William Shaffer, running for Sheriff of Knox County, provided a statement over his planned goals if he 
were to be elected to the position.   
 
Mayor’s Report 
See Addendum 

Mayor Leeman will be having a conversation with the Delta group, from the Climate Mayors event. 
 
Discussion amongst Council in regard to creating a Welcome to Gambier packet to assist new residents in 
the many aspects of moving to the Village, including how to get a PO Box at the Post Office.   
 
Administrator’s Report 
See Addendum 

Council Giles, was questioning which committee should discuss the charging station. It was determined 
that Streets & Utilities is taking that over.  
 



Fiscal Officer’s Report 
See Addendum 

General discussion over the financial reports included within the FO packet. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Solicitor Bailey will be reviewing some documentation received over a settlement that is in process for 
the area.   
 
 
Committee reports 
 
Public Safety 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over the Sheriff contract that will be up for renewal in August, but we will have a new Sheriff 
in January 2025.   
 
Discussion over the Food Trucks and how they need to be following the noise ordinance, Streets and 
Utilities will be discussing those changes further at committee meeting. 
 
Communications & Technology 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over the possibility of upgrading the camera system for the Village buildings.   
 
DataCommand discussion over the issues that occurred at the water tower.   
 
Buildings and grounds 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Reviewed some of the pictures for several of the new equipment for the park. The swing cost was 
$39,000.   
 
Discussion over the community center kitchen upgrades.   
 
Discussion over Electronics recycling, Mayor Kessler stated he will be meeting with David Heithaus this 
coming Thursday over the project and ways to proceed.   
 
Council Wright, would we consider the basketball court a non-parking area?  Council discussed options 
on how to make that a possibility, because there are certain times in the year where additional parking is 
needed in that area.   
 
Streets and Utilities 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over the TAP grant and where the raised crosswalks will be located at.   
 
Council Wright presented her data from the parking space usage along Wiggin Street between Gaskin and 
Acland.   
 
Discussion over the no overnight parking in one section of Wiggin Street; it is currently an ordinance for 
Council Business review this evening. Council Forman wants to make sure that we are not losing our 



Village right of way to Kenyon by removing the parking spots.   
 
Electronic Vehicle (EV) station update over the expiring service agreement and the different options on 
beginning to charge for the use of the station.   
 
Discussion over the water rate increase Mount Vernon implemented in 2023 and how that has impacted 
the Village and therefore the Village will now need to increase rates as well 
 
Library & programming Committee 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Trying to add more Community service members to the 43022 event, wanting to set-up tables to get the 
Community Service organizations information out, or to host various service projects on the day of the 
43022 event throughout the Village.   
 
Reminded everyone that nominations for Citizen of the Year are open to all residents.   
 
Kno-Ho-Co-Ashland Community Action Committee is looking for an elected official to join their board. 
Council Furlong volunteered to be that person. 
  
 
Council Business: 
(Motion = M / Second = S) (Yes=Y / No=N / Abstain=A) 
 
Approval of January 8th Council Meeting Minutes 
 

Rakia Faber _ab___  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y_ 
Morgan Giles _M-Y_   Kaitlin Sockman __Y_  Natalie Wright _Y__ 

 
Approval of January 2024 Bills Paid  
 

Rakia Faber _ab___  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y_ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _M-Y_ Natalie Wright _Y__ 

 
1. Resolution 2024-03 Resolution designating Fiscal Officer to receive public records training on 

behalf of newly elected officials. – 2nd Reading 
Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles _M__   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _S__ 

 
2. Ordinance 2024-03 Ordinance to establish benefits and residence requirements for the  
       Village of Gambier's Fiscal Officer. – 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong _M__ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _S__ 

 
3. Ordinance 2024-04 Ordinance to amend Codified Ordinance section 52.60 in regards to   
       establishing rates and charges for the use & service of the municipal water system – 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong __S_ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _M__ 

 
Discussion over if Mt Vernon changes the rate structure that they impose on us and how we 
can properly pass that along to our residents in the future.   
 

 
 



4. Ordinance 2024-05 Ordinance to amend Codified Ordinance section 78 Parking  
       Schedules to amend parking restriction on Wiggin St.– 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles _M__   Kaitlin Sockman _S__  Natalie Wright ___ 

 
Council Giles, questioned if we should add verbiage to indicate that residents can request an 
exemption for overnight parking, they are currently allowed but not in clear writing. 
 
Discussion over a resident who has a rental near the recently removed back in parking spaces on 
Wiggin Street having issues with other people parking in his renters' spots.  Discussion over how to 
assist with this issue and that he has the right to mark private parking only. 

 
        At 8:45pm Council Sockman motioned to table the ordinance for 10 minutes while Solicitor  
       Bailey completed updates to the verbiage of the Ordinance, Council Furlong seconded the motion. 
 
        At 8:51pm Council Sockman motioned to bring Ordinance 2024-02 back to the table,  
         Council Wright seconded the motion. 
 

Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for a 3rd reading vote: 
Rakia Faber __ ab __  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _S-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _M-Y__   Kaitlin Sockman __Y_  Natalie Wright _Y__ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2024-02 with the additions of Solicitor Baileys updates: 

Rakia Faber __ ab __  Liz Forman __Y_  Alison Furlong _S-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _M-Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright __Y_ 

 
5. Ordinance 2024-05 Ordinance to amend Ordinance 2023-21 to provide for adjustments of  
       the annual appropriations for the Fiscal Year 2024 – 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong __M_ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _S__ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber __ ab __  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong M-Y___  
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman __Y_  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2024-02: 

Rakia Faber __ ab __  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
6. Resolution 2024-05 Resolution to recognize Ohio Loves Transit Week Feb. 11-17 – 1st Reading 

Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman _S__  Alison Furlong ___ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman ___  Natalie Wright _M__ 

 
Declare an emergency and suspend the rules for 3rd reading vote: 

Rakia Faber _ ab ___  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__  
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _S-Y_ 

 
Approval of Ordinance 2024-02: 

Rakia Faber __ ab __  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
Discussion over a people mover service in the Village. 
 



 
7.   ChargePoint maintenance agreement 

Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 

 
Council agreement is to go with the 3-year plan maintenance agreement. 
 
8.  Advertising for residential trash hauling contract 

Rakia Faber _ ab __  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong __M-Y_ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _S-Y__ 
 
 

Additional Discussion:  
 
For the Knox County Chambers event, March 8th, council agreed to do a full table again this year, 
attendees to be determined later. 
 

 
February Meetings:  
 
Shade Tree Commission - Friday, February 9, 10:00 a.m.  
 
Planning & Zoning Commission - Tuesday, February 20th, 7:30 p.m.  
 
Library, Programming & Events Committee - Monday, February 26th 4:30 p.m.  
Buildings & Grounds Committee - Monday, February 26th 5:30 p.m.  
Streets & Utilities Committee - Monday, February 26th 6:15 p.m.  
Public Safety & Personnel Committee - Monday, February 26th 7:00 p.m.  
 
Communication & Technology Committee -  
Strategic Plan Steering Committee - 
Finance & Income Tax Committee - 
Records Commission – 
 
Next Council meeting- Monday, March 4th at 7:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Kessler at 9:03 p.m. 
 
 
 
 







Addendum 
Regular Board Meeting 

February 5, 2024  

CONTENTS: 

1 – Village of Gambier Mayor’s Report 

2 – Village Administrator’s Report 

3 – Fiscal Officer’s Report 

4 – Library and Programming Committee Minutes 

5 - Buildings and Grounds Committee Minutes  

6 – Public Safety and Personnel Committee Minutes  

7 – Communication and Technology Committee Minutes 

8 – Streets and Utilities Committee Minutes 

9 – Approved Ordinances and Resolutions 
(For signed & dated copies please contact the Fiscal Officer) 
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Mayor's Report 

It was my absolute honor and privilege to be able to attend the reception 

hosted by the Ambassador to the Kingdom of the Netherlands in 

coordination with Climate Mayors, Mississippi River Cities and Towns 

Initiative, Great Lakes and St. Lawrence Cities Initiative, and C40 Cities. The 

reception was taking advantage of the 92nd Winter Meeting of the United States 

Conference of Mayors to celebrate the work done at local levels to tackle environmental 

issues but with a specific emphasis on water. 

The Dutch government has been heavily involved with partnering with US cities on water

related issues particularly after the tragedy of Hurricane Katrina and its impact on New 

Orleans. The deputy ambassador Maarten Boef spoke about their renewed commitment to 

maintaining that partnership and exploring best practices to protect and enhance local 

communities. 

The current chair of Climate Mayors is Justin Bibb, the mayor of Cleveland who I was able to 

both hear speak and visit with to discuss some of the Ohio-based issues facing our two very 

different yet linked municipalities. Mayor Bibb talked about how cities have the opportunity 

and responsibility to be drivers of change and has invited me to continue the conversation 

and explore opportunities for cooperation going forward. 

Speaking on behalf of the White House's Office on Clean Energy Innovation and 

Implementation was John Podesta who pointed to numerous national policies as having 

started at local levels. Also speaking was Senator Amy Klobuchar in her role on the Senate 

Great Lakes Task Force and Mississippi River Caucus who encouraged local municipalities to 

take advantage of federal funding through the Inflation Reduction Act to tackle some of the 

close-to-home issues related to water and climate resilience. 

Throughout the event, I was able to directly speak with mayors and organizers about some 

of the challenges Gambier faces when it comes to water, particularly being dependent on 

other municipalities for water and managing a legacy system that has seen unfortunate 

rates of water loss. From these conversations, I've been put in touch with others tackling 

similar issues and hope to be able to link arms and make use of their experience to help 

improve our own infrastructure and become better stewards of our resources. 

As one of the smallest communities present, there was great interest in how we were 

addressing transportation, emission reduction, and other related issues even with the 

constraints and limited resources of a village our size. I am grateful for the opportunity to 

attend this gathering and optimistic that it will lead to better connectivity with communities 

and organizations all working together to improve the lives of our residents and better 

manage our shared natural resources. I am especially grateful to members of Village Council 

and village staff for providing me with questions and facts to help me better represent 

Gambier in this illustrious setting. 

Leeman Kessler 

Mayor of Gambier, Ohio 
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RESOLUTION 2024-05 

A RESOLUTION TO RECOGNIZE OHIO LOVES TRANSIT WEEK 
2024 FEBRUARY 11 THROUGH FEBRUARY 17, 2024 

WHEREAS Ohio’s 67 urban and rural public transit agencies which serve 70 counties across the state will 
observe the seventh annual Ohio Loves Transit Week February 11 through February 17, 2024; 

WHEREAS during this week transit agencies sponsor events and activities to encourage ridership and to 
educate the public, elected officials, community leaders, and the media about the many contributions public 
transportation makes to Ohio’s economy and to the quality of life in communities across the state;  

WHEREAS (Knox Area Transit) enhances the quality of life in Gambier by providing reliable, affordable, 
convenient mobility services the publics wants, needs, and deserves;  

WHEREAS Ohioans depend on public transit every day to get to work, school medical appointments, 
shopping centers, parks, libraries, entertainment venues, and countless other destinations; 

WHEREAS Ohio’s public transit agencies provide more than 59,000,000 rides per year, including rides for 
seniors and people with disabilities; 

WHEREAS public transportation in Ohio is a $1 billion industry that directly employs thousands of people 
and creates tens of thousands of private-sector jobs; 

WHEREAS the nearly $1 billion invested in public transit generates $4 billion in economic activity in Ohio 
each year; 

WHEREAS public transit reduces wear and tear on public roads, highways, and bridges and eases traffic 
congestion; 

WHEREAS public transit’s development and deployment of vehicles powered by alternative fuels, 
including natural gas produced in Ohio, protects the environment, reduces America’s reliance on foreign 
oil, and has enabled the state to become a national leader in green energy R&D, investment, and job 
creation; 

WHEREAS the existence of robust public transit service has become a prerequisite for companies seeking 
to expand or relocate facilities and/or operations; 

WHEREAS public transit’s continued commitment to provide the mobility services Ohioans want, need, 
and deserve is worthy of recognition; now therefore 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE VILLAGE OF GAMBIER, does hereby recognize February 11 through 
February 17, 2024 as Ohio Loves Transit Week and encourages all residents to participate in the events 
taking place during the week and on February 13, 2024, Ohio Loves Transit Day, to celebrate and 
acknowledge the importance of public transit in our community. 

PASSED THIS 5th DAY OF February 2024 

APPROVED:  ATTEST: 

____________________________________ _________________________________________ 
Leeman Kessler, Mayor, Village of Gambier Diane Steinmetz, Fiscal Officer, Village of Gambier 
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ORDINANCE 2024- 05 
 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND ORDINANCE 2021-11 IN REGARDS TO PARKING 
RESTRICTIONS ON PART OF WIGGIN STREET 
 
WHEREAS, the Council of the Village of Gambier has determined it is necessary to revise Ordinance 
2021-11, Section 8 E on parking restrictions; 
 
BE IT ORDAINED THAT: 
 
Section 8 E of Ordinance 2021-11 be amended to state: 
 
E: No person shall stand or park a vehicle between the hours of 1:00 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. in the  

            following areas: 
1. Gaskin Avenue from Scott Lane to Brooklyn Street; and 
2. Chase Avenue from Scott Lane to Brooklyn Street 
3. Wiggin Street (both north and south sides) from Gaskin Avenue to Chester Lane 
4. Brooklyn Street (both north and south sides) from Ward Street to College Park Drive. 

 
Section 8 N of Ordinance 2021-11 be amended to state: 
 
N: Any person may request a temporary exemption from this Ordinance, which may be granted by the  
             Mayor or Village Administrator.  Any such exception, if granted, shall be displayed on the official  
             placard of the Village.  Any such exemption may be revoked by the Mayor or Village Administrator.  
 
REPEALER: 
 
Simultaneously with the passage of the Ordinance, this Ordinance shall amend or repeal any and all 
Ordinances or sections of Ordinances that shall conflict with the modifications as stated above. 
 
EFFECTIVE DATE: 
 
This Ordinance shall take effect and be in force from and after its passage and approval by the mayor, or at 
the earliest period allowable by law. 
 
PASSED THIS ___5th__DAY OF ___February____, 2024 
 
 
APPROVED: 
 
 

Leeman Kessler, Mayor, Village of Gambier 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 

Diane Steinmetz, Fiscal Officer, Village of Gambier  
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5th February




