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 Gambier Village Council  
Regular Meeting 

March 4, 2024 
 

Council Present: Rakia Faber, Liz Forman, Alison Furlong, Morgan Giles, Kaitlin Sockman  
             Absent: Natalie Wright 
 
Also, attending: Leeman Kessler, Mayor; RC Wise, Village Administrator; Norita Hissong, Utility Clerk;  
Clint Bailey, Solicitor; Ian Smith, Kenyon College; Elizbeth Bonaudi, resident; Jim Lenthe, resident;  
Grant Richey, Knox Pages. 
 
Virtual, attending: Nick Jones, Village Market owner. 
 
Mayor Kessler called the Meeting to Order at 7:01 pm 
 
Open to the Audience  
 
Ian Smith, Kenyon, Students are gone on spring break.  In five weeks from this Saturday will be the 
inauguration.  Looking forward to the Bicentennial, restoration projects throughout campus, no major plans for 
the eclipse.    
 
Buffy Hallinan, Resident/Neighbor, here to discuss the Community Service Day on April 10th. Plans are to work 
and plant in the pocket-park and do a cleanup around campus.  Mayor Kessler had conversations with Buildings 
and Grounds and the suggestions included the playground and dog park.  Council Forman stated the bleachers 
could be cleaned, repaired, and painted.  Council Sockman suggested water sealing and cleaning of the smaller 
wooden playground equipment. Council Giles suggested removing the wooden rails around the playground area.  
Buffy stated that Kenyon students will sign up for hour blocks.  Mayor Kessler will gather the project ideas and 
any possible equipment lists possibly needed to then be passed on to VA Wise, will also be tied into 43022 Day 
on April 27th.  
 
Elizabeth Bonaudi, resident, update on Regional Planning: Discussions over launch pad improvements on the 
river.  They discussed Solar and windpower in Knox County.  Many of the solar projects were grandfathered in 
and cannot be changed.  Officer elections were also held. 
 
Jim Lenthe, resident, Dog Park needs dirt to fill in the holes, there are several large holes and could the water be 
turned on sooner.  Village crew did a good job during the snow.  Questioned on how many speeding tickets have 
been issued, Council Furlong stated that the Deputy has made multiple stops since he began and parks in front of 
the school in the morning during drop off time.  Jim requested that a second shift Deputy be added back on or 
try to get the Sheriff to have additional patrols happen in the evening.  Council Furlong stated that the contract 
with the Sherriff’s department will be coming up for renewal in August and that the Sheriff election will be 
happening this year as well.  Jim asked about the water loss, VA Wise stated that we have received an EPA 
grant to cover leak detection equipment so we can detect the leaks ourselves.  Jim also stated that the Village 
should update the logo, per Mayor Kessler the communications committee will take review of this. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
See Addendum 

Mayor Kessler stated he will be joining the executive committee of Mayors.  

He met with BFEC personnel to discuss the retaining wall’s impact, including tree line impact.  One question 
posed on how it (the roundabout construction) will impact the road to the Observatory. VA Wise stated they 
also have concerns on how the Village will be able to do the water reading, as it is located on 229. March 21st 
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there will be a preconstruction meeting with ODOT and these are the type of questions we will be asking them 
about.  

Council discussed the various options for the construction detours.  
 
Mayor Kessler, we could do a town hall to help residents understand what all is happening with the round about 
construction.  Will discuss more concrete dates during the April 1st meeting. Suggestion to call it a Q&A instead 
of a town hall.  
 
Discussion on ribbon on the Village Website, Blackboard announcements, and Grant Richie, Knox Pages, stated 
that if the Village sends them notices they will post them on the website.   
 
 
Administrator’s Report 
See Addendum 

Discussion over the EV (Electric Vehicle) station’s productivity and sustainability. 

Fiscal Officer’s Report 
See Addendum 

Discussion over the Liquor License transfer request. VA Wise will reach out to Ian and the Liquor Control 
office to determine what all is happening with this permit. 
 
Solicitor’s Report 
Discussion over the water tower lease with AT&T.  
 
Committee Reports 
 
Buildings & Grounds Committee  
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
General discussion over the proposed swings for the park.   
 
Discussion over possibly moving the recycling bins to a new location, grassy area by Wertheimer Lane. 
 
Discussion over additional lighting for the Community Center parking lot, but to keep in mind the Dark Skys.  
Will place on the list of items for the Community Center updates. 
  
Council Sockman, spoke with Nick from the Village Market about a possible trash can within the Pocket Park 
that the Market and Possibly Kenyon could maintain, Nick seemed agreeable to this.  
 
Library, Programming & Events Committee 
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Council Faber suggests a table be added to the 43022 event with graphics for the Roundabout project and 
possible Q&A information, as well as suggested pictures of alternative routes. 
 
Council Sockman stated that the purchase of PA system from the Strategic planning funds needs to be done. 
 
Discussion on possible farmers market type concept in the morning before the 43022 event on the 27th of April. 
 



pg. 3 
 

Streets & Utilities Committee  
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
Discussion over parking changes in downtown area. 
 
General discussion over the accident that occurred on Duff Street, and possible options for that area.  
 
Discussion over the existence of Gambier Heights on Duff Street. 
 
Public Safety & Personnel Committee  
See Addendum for meeting minutes 
 
General discussion over the possible employee handbook addition. 
 
 
Mayor Kessler stated the KnoHoCo Ashland Community Action Commission would like to have Gambier as 
part of the board, Mayor volunteered to fill this seat.  
 
 
Council Business: 
(Motion = M / Second = S) (Yes=Y / No=N / Abstain=A) 
 
Approval of February 5th Council Meeting Minutes 

Rakia Faber __Y__   Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__    Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y_ Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of February 2024 Bills Paid  

Rakia Faber __Y__   Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__    Kaitlin Sockman _M-Y_ Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
1. Resolution 2024-03 Resolution designating Fiscal Officer to receive public records training on behalf of 

newly elected officials- 3rd reading 
Rakia Faber _Y_  Liz Forman _S-Y__  Alison Furlong _M-Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _Y__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Approval of Resolution 2024-03: 

Rakia Faber _Y___  Liz Forman _M-Y__  Alison Furlong __Y_ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
2. Ordinance 2024-03 Ordinance to establish benefits and residence requirements for the Village of 

Gambier’s Fiscal Officer – 2nd reading 
Rakia Faber ___  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong _M__ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman __S_  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
3. Ordinance 2024 – 04 Ordinance to amend Codified Ordinance section 52.60 in regards to establishing 

rates and charges for the use and service of the municipal water system – 2nd reading 
Rakia Faber ___  Liz Forman ___   Alison Furlong _M__ 
Morgan Giles ___   Kaitlin Sockman _S__  Natalie Wright _ab__ 
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4. Revised Food Truck Ordinance - Discussion 
 
Discussion over adding the verbiage from the good neighbor ordinance into the Food Truck Ordinance over 
noise and lights. Council Forman we may need to add some restrictions on private property/residential 
definitions for food trucks. 
 
Solicitor Bailey stated when this was originally put into place in 2017 the number of brick-and-mortar locations 
providing food was significantly less than it is now.  
 
Nick, Village Market owner, prefers the trucks to be kept in a smaller area; possibly later in the evenings and as 
late as 2am.  Does have concerns that there have been times that there have been three trucks at once, middle of 
the week.   
 
Council Furlong asks how Marshall Braswell would know who has a permit.  Clerk Hissong provided the 
procedure for how Food Trucks acquire a permit including the color coding for during the week and weekend 
operations.  
 
Discussion over how many days permitted to sell in the Village, possibly setting the week as a Sunday to a 
Sunday. 
 
Will be sent back to committee for further review, Solicitor Bailey will also add verbiage in regards to fines and 
violations as well as standards.   
 
Mayor Kessler will create a notice to be passed along to the current Food Trucks so that they can attend the next 
committee or full council meeting so that they are aware of the changes coming. 
 
 

5. Residential Garbage Collection contract 
Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman _Y_  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles __M-Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y__ Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
Solicitor Bailey says update dates and is there an attachment? Would like to view attachment A. 
 
 

6. ADA accessible parking spaces review – Discussion  
 
Identify Bookstore, Coffee shop, Village Inn and need a solution for the Village Market. 
 
Per V3 we would need to use three parking spaces to create an accessible parking spot with side entry on both 
sides. 
 
Council approved for VA Wise to have discussion with V3 on which places we need or can add accessible 
parking spaces, keeping in mind wheelchairs also.  
 
 

7. Revenue/expense fund creation for EV station 
Rakia Faber _M-Y__  Liz Forman __Y_  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles __Y_   Kaitlin Sockman _S-Y_  Natalie Wright _ab__ 
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8. Employee handbook amendment  
 
 Motion to table until further discussion with Fiscal Officer can be completed on how best to post and  
  track within system. 

 
9. Stick it to the Village Day(s) proposed for Monday’s March 25th and April 1st  

Rakia Faber _Y__  Liz Forman _Y__  Alison Furlong _Y__ 
Morgan Giles _Y__   Kaitlin Sockman __Y_  Natalie Wright _ab__ 

 
 
VA Wise will reach out to Kenyon about removing the tree lights and returning those to the Village for storage 
until next year. 
 
 
March Meetings: 
Planning & Zoning Commission - Tuesday, March 19th, 7:30 p.m. 
 
Library, Programming & Events Committee – Monday, March 18th 4:30 p.m. 
Communication & Technology Committee- Monday, March 18th 5:00 p.m. 
Buildings & Grounds Committee – Monday, March 25th   5:30 p.m. 
Streets & Utilities Committee – Monday, March 18th 6:15 p.m. 
Public Safety & Personnel Committee- Monday, March 18th 7:00 p.m. 
 
Strategic Plan Steering Committee -   
Finance & Income Tax Committee –  
Shade Tree Commission -  
Records Commission –  
 
Next Council meeting - Monday, April 1st at 7:00 p.m.   
 
 
The meeting was adjourned by Mayor Kessler at 9:32 p.m. 





Addendum 
Regular Board Meeting 

March 4, 2024  
 

 
CONTENTS: 
 
1 – Village of Gambier Mayor’s Report 
 
2 – Village Administrator’s Report 
 
3 – Fiscal Officer’s Report 
 
4 – Buildings and Grounds Committee Minutes  
 
5 - Library and Programming Committee Minutes 
 
6 – Streets and Utilities Committee Minutes  
 
7 – Public Safety and Personnel Committee Minutes  
 
8 – Approved Ordinances and Resolutions 
 (For signed & dated copies please contact the Fiscal Officer) 
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Library and Programming Committee Meeting Minutes 
February 26, 2024 
Submitted by Committee Chair Kaitlin Sackman 

Members Present: Council Furlong, Council Sackman, Council Faber, Mayor Leeman Kessler, Village 
Administrator R.C. Wise, Village Clerk Norita Hissong 

The meeting was called to order by the committee chair, Council Sackman. Mayor Kessler asked to 

begin the meeting with informing the committee of some information he had learned regarding a "Day of 

Service" that Kenyon is planning for the Spring and wondered if we might want to forward any planned 

service projects to this group or consider coordinating with them on events that were suggested for the 

community service aspect of 43022 Day. Annie Gordon is the Kenyon contact. The date for this event is 

still unknown and the committee agreed that we would still like to move forward and hold our own 

village sponsored 43022 Day in April. 

Library 

Upcoming Events 

The Library will be hosting a couple of upcoming events at the community center-Ed the Pig-A story 

reading by local author,Sally Littleton on March 21st from 5-6PM and March Mini Golf on March 19th 

from 4-6PM. 

Solar Eclipse Glasses 

The committee discussed the Total Solar Eclipse that will happen on April 8th, 2024. Gambier will be 

located in the path of the Eclipse happening at approximately 3: 13 PM. An influx of visitors and traffic is 

expected to happen. VA Wise shared that the Gambier Library will have around five hundred pairs of 

glasses to pass out. 

Programming 

Downtown Experience Coordinator 

VA Wise reported that Jeff Gotke had asked him to weigh in on the interview process for the Area 

Foundation's position to assist with Knox County villages. At this time it seems unclear if we will need to 

utilize their services and if it would be beneficial to Gambier. 

43022 Day for 2024 

The annual 43022 Day event will be held the last Saturday in April as we have in the past, this year it 

falls on April 27th. The committee decided we will hold the event from noon-2pm. Details about deputy 

coverage, street closure, staffing, food, music and items needed for setup were discussed. 

Fourth of July Event 

Villager Chelsea Menke has volunteered again to lead the planning for the 4th of July event. We will 

begin to discuss planning for this in the coming month. 

Trailapalooza 2024 

VA Wise reported that the Ohio to Erie Trailapalooza will be held in October this year. Planning is in the 

works so more details TBD. 

5



Streets and Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes, 2/26/24

Present: Council Faber (chair), Council Furlong, Council Wright, VA Wise, Mayor Kessler (via 

Zoom), Elizabeth Bonaudi 

Parking spaces for persons with a disability: VA Wise had a request for more parking spots in 

the downtown area, and committee reviewed existing ordinance. We recommend updating the 

ordinance language to avoid the word “handicapped” in favor of more currently accepted 

terminology. We also recommend converting two spaces at the SE corner of Gaskin where it 

meets Wiggin St. into one space for persons with disabilities. This placement allows nearer 

access to the businesses and offices at that intersection, and avoids the need to cross a street to 

get, for instance, to the coffeeshop. 

Wiggin Street parking: Discussed at Feb. council meeting, we recommend considering a 

combination of sidewalk/bike lane to replace these spots, to maintain Village right of way and to 

encourage safer use of this area. 

OPWC Round 38 (Duff St. waterline): The Village’s points toward this project were high enough 

that we made the list of funded projects. A good sign! If funded, we have from July 1, 2024, to 

June 30, 2025 to use the funds. Per VA Wise, if we want to start the bid process before funds are 

released, he needs to check that the Village application indicates that we are paying the 

engineering costs. He will check. 

Solid waste hauler bids: Rumpke has the best bid; we recommend accepting it. One company 

submitted a sealed blank bid, very odd. 

CORPO dedicated funds application: There was more than a million dollars left in funds so V3 

put together a million-dollar bid for us, encompassing much of the downtown area, and 

including bike paths, street signs, and crosswalks. We are not getting a million-dollar grant but 

having had the engineering/planning done allows us to seek funds from other sources with 

existing plans. We may get a CORPO grant to cover the engineering costs, and then leverage it 

with TAP and other sources. 

Duff/Acland intersection: Committee recommends installing a stop sign at the NW side of the 

intersection, coming downhill on Acland. Committee discussion of recent injury accident in this 

spot, plus improving the crosswalk at the top of the hill (facilitating the crossing between the 
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Horn Gallery and the student apartments on Acland.) Visibility and speed are both problems 

there. Can we add this project to our 2024 speed bump projects on Wiggin and Meadow? 

Gambier Heights stormwater: Committee discussion of old warranty deed affecting this 

property and its development. Marc Ramser would like to sell (but not develop himself) and the 

deed is restrictive. VA Wise thinks that the stormwater development on Duff St. may mean that 

the ditch in question is no longer part of the Village drainage, so it’s on the property owner to 

make any changes. Mayor Kessler said he has advised Mr. Ramser that our new special zoning 

process may be a good fit for getting changes made that would make the parcel more attractive 

to potential developers. Research and support is appropriate given the Village’s stated interest 

in smart development and increased density. 

Food truck ordinance: Committee recommends striking the current section b) of the existing 

ordinance, and raising the fee for permits, either to $150 or to $100 with a further raise in 6 

months. 

RAISE grant letter of support/local match: Committee recommends a letter of support without 

committing any Village funds to match. 

Water rate ordinance: 2nd reading. Committee has no additional notes. 

Preconstruction meeting re: 229 roundabout: to take place on 3/21. VA Wise to attend in 

person, request larger copies of plans and meet construction foreman. 

Electric transit van to arrive 2/27. 
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